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(57) (Abstract) : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical fiber 

cleaning apparatus capable of cleaning accurately only exposed optical fiber bare wires, 
and inhibiting a reduction in quality of optical fibers to improve reliability and durability. 

SOLUTION: The optical fiber cleaning apparatus 10 heats optical fiber bare wires 1 of a 
bare wire-exposed portion B of optical fibers F having a bare wire-covered portion a 
with optical fiber bare wires 1 each covered with a covering member 2 and the bare 
wire-exposed portion b in which optical fiber bare wires 1 are exposed, thereby cleaning 
the surfaces of optical fiber bare wires 1 of the bare wire-exposed portion b. The 
optical fiber cleaning apparatus 10 comprises a heat source 11 heating the bare 
wire-exposed portion b and a masking shield 12 blocking propagation of heat from the 
heat source 11 to the bare wire-covered portion a. 
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